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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports (Porm 86ab) rendered weekly to the 
Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time 
following its receipt, figures are in general shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to 
the ‘accuracy of the reported figures, their verification is promptly requested and the fact that they have. 
been so questioned is indicated by the symbol ($3). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all dh nscaall 1 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to = 
facilitate comparison with corresponding rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission 
indicate the number of admissions per 1000 mean strength which would occur over a year's time if the current — 
week's experience continued through the year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases 
of special interest. Appended is a list of cases of the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per 1000 strength, as given in 1 
this report, furnishes an approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives | 
per 1000 strength is given in the summary table for the total United States and for each of the Service | 
Commands. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospita lization conitktions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds 
occupied and beds “available vacant." The number of beds “available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The number of beds “available vacant" for each Service 
Command is the total of the beds “available vacant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed q 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, venereal disease facili- — 
ties and college training detachments are not included in this report. | 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the total number of patients admitted 
and disposed of each week, the number of patients admitted by transfer and the number of battle casualties 
admitted and disposed of, 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers 
of cases are not reliable. For this reason the symbol (7) has been placed after admission rates computed 
on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

The symbol # has been placed after the names of stations “(or groups of stations) where part or all of 
the data for the current week has not been received and the latest available figures have been substituted. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 

CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

S indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases com- 
bined botn increased slightly during the week ending 6 November 193 but were nevertheless about 5 percent 
below the corresponding week in 1942. The lower morbidity rates shown in the chart for the last two weeks 
reflect a correction made for the Tennessee Maneuver Area; for the last weck this was responsible for a 
lowering of the admission rate from all causes by 22 points, from all diseases combined by 16 points, and 
from injury by 6 points. It now appears that the morbidity rates for the entire United States in the pre- 
ceding weeks are actually somewhat lower than shown. 

The rate of admission from colds, influenza, etc. continues at 4 low level and for the current week 
is almost 50 percent under the rate prevailing during the corresponding period in 192. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

The marked reductions in the admission rates from those reported previously in the Fourth Service 
Command reflect the correction made for the Tennessee Maneuver Area; it now appears that this Service 
Command did not during the past several months have the abnormally high rates of morbidity shown. Dur- 
ing the past week noteworthy increases in the admission rates from 411 causes and from all diseases com 
bined occurred in the Sixth, Seventh, and Ninth Service Commands, while decreases were registered in the 
Third Service Command and the Military District of Washington. 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. increased sharply in the Sixth and Seventh Service 
Commands to figures in excess of 150 per thousand strength, and the Second Service Command continued to 


report about 14,0 per thousand; in the cther Service Commands the rate remained relatively low, the 
Fourth and Eighth Service Commands beinz the lowest. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY STATIONS 

The table on page 24 stows the 5 stations (with strength of 5,00or over) having the highest mor- 
bidity rates for certain causes. The excessively high admission rates from all causes and from all 
diseases combined are more apparent than real since in most instances they reflect the reporting of ven- 
ereal diseases existing prior to induction among selectees known to have uncomplicated cases. For 
example, the all causes rate for Fort Benjamin Harrison, a reception center, would be reduced from 3233 
to 995 per thousand strength if these venereal EPTI cases were excluded. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 
The total bed capacity increased by about ),000 and on 6 November 193 was practically 350,000. 
The number of beds occupied on that date was about 187,000, and the number of "available vacant" beds 
almost 95,000. There were 35 stations with a total bed capacity of about 22,000 which had no "available 
vacant" beds; included among them were 7 general hospitals with a bed capacity of about 3,500 beds. 
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WEEK ENDING 6 NOVEMBER 1943 


MENTNOITIS (OTHER FORMS) 
3 


l1-Forrest, Cp., Tem. 
1-Famnin, Cpe, Tex. 


UNDULANT FEVER (1 
1-Campbell, CPes Kye 


RESTRICTED 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


LIST OF GASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


DIPHTHERIA (3) 


l-Garden City, Kans. 
1-Grand Island, Nebr, 


1-Ogden Int. Cp., Utah. 


TULAREMIA (1) 


1—Hendricks Fld., Fla. 


POLIOMYELITIS (6 TYPHOID FEVER (3) 


l-Niagara, Ft., Ne. Ye 
1<Valley Forge G. H., 
Pa 


2-Totten, Ft., N. Y. 
l-Lordsburg, N. Mex. 


l-Foster G. He, Miss. 
leKennedy G.H., Tenn. 
l-Rucker, Cpe, Ala. 
leMcClellan Fid., 
Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (4) 


1-Brookley Fld., Ala. 
1-Stark G. He, S. C. 
l1-San Antonio, Avn.Ctr, 
Tex, 
l1-San Marcos, Tex. 


CA 


2~Adair, CPpey Ore. 
2=Abbot, Cp., Ore. 


JAUNDICE (64) 
1—Boston, H. D., Mass. 
1-Devens, Ft., Mass. 
l1—Monmouth Ft., N. J. 
1-Pine CPpes Ne Y. 
1-Upton, Cpe, N. Ye 
1-Belvoir, Ft., Va. 
2~Eustis, Ft., Va. 
1-Geo,. Ge Meade, Ft. Md. 
1-—Patrick Henry, CPpey 

Va. 
1-Story, Ft., Va. 
1—Benning, Foe, Ga. 
2~Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
1-Butner, Cpe, N. C, 
l-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
1-McCain, Cpe, Miss, 
2-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
l-Miss, Ord, Plant, 
2=sloody Fld., Ga. 
1-Napier Fid., Ala. 
1-Attorbury, Cp., .Ind. 
1-Breckinridge, CpeyKye 
1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
1-Lockbourne AAB., Ohio 
l-Alliance, Nebr, 
2~Lowry Fld., Colo. 
l-Alexandria AAB., La. 
1-Biggs, Fld., Tex. 
1-Claiborne, Cres La. 


. 1-Gruber, Cpe, Tex, 


1-Ilood Cpe, Tox. 
1-Livingston, CRey La. 
2—New Orleans PoE., La. 
4-Polk, CPRes Ia. 
1-Tinker Fld., Okla. 
1-Will Rogers Fld., 
Okla. 
3-adair, Cp., Ore. 
1-Cooke, CPpey Calif. 
3~Douglas, Fte, Ariz. 
1-Kearns, Utah 
1-Huachnuca, Fte, Ariz. 
2-Ord, Ft., Calif, 
1-San ta Ana, CPpey Calif 
3—Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 10/30 


1-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
3-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
1-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 


RESTRICTED 


CCIDIOTDOMYCOS 
39 


l-Douglas, Ft., Ariz. 
3~Huachuce., Ft., Ariz. 
5—Minter Fld., Calif, 
2~Muroc AAB., Calif. 

3~Roberts, Cpe, Calif. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 10/23 
23~Celif-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area. 


Week ending 10/30 
1-Davis—Monthan Fld, 9 
Ariz, 
1-Kohler Cp. ’ Calif. 


